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A first study on fertility by standard of living was carried out in 2020 in France using the Permanent 
Demographic  Sample  (EDP).  On November  25,  2020,  it  gave rise  to the publication  of  Insee 
Première  n°1826  "The  poorest  and  most  well-off  women  have  the  most  children".  A  work 
document, to be published, details more precisely the methodology used and updated results.

The Permanent Demographic Sample is the first large-scale socio-demographic panel established 
in France to study the birth rate, mortality, relationships, geographical migrations within the national 
perimeter, social and professional mobility and the potential interactions between these different 
phenomena.  It was  established  in  1967.  It  comprises  information  taken  from  the  official 
publications of the registry office for births, marriages and deaths since 1968, along with census 
information from 1968  and annual census surveys  from  2004.  Tax data is also integrated  from 
2011.

It is proposed to describe the methodology used to correct the sub-fertility observed from the EDP. 
The EDP is the only source that allows comparison of fertility between different groups of women 
according to their standard of living, place of birth and level of education. Different EDP tables are 
thus mobilized and matched. The household standard of living is imputed first when it is missing. 
Secondly, a matching between the register of births and tax data is carried out. However, this turns 
out  to  be  incomplete,  which  implies,  in  order  to  correct  the  observed  sub-fertility,  reinjecting 
unpaired births into the database. Following these various operations, the fertility level is in line 
with that of the french “Demographic Balance Sheet”, which is the reference.

The indicators used to measure fertility by standard of living will be detailed too. In particular, the 
ICFRA, the Conjunctural Fertility Indicator taking into account the Birth Order is mobilized. It makes 
it possible to compare the fertility of women classified into different sub-groups according to the 
standard of living of the household. Given the limited sample size, an optimization of the scope of 
the study is also carried out.

Finally, the updated results of the study will be presented. Fertility by standard of living is analyzed 
from the perspective of place of birth (France / abroad) and degree level. It is also broken down by 
year from 2011 to 2017, in order to analyse its evolution.



Principal results

In France, fertility is highest, on the one hand, for the poorest women and, on the other hand, for 
the wealthiest. If they had throughout their lifetime the fertility of the years 2012 to 2017 by age and 
birth order and the same position in the scale of living standards, the poorest women and the 
wealthiest women would have respectively 2.3 and 2.0 children on average. The latter also have 
their children later.

Fertility of women (ICFRA) by household standard of living decile (2012-2017)

Source : Insee-DGFIP-Cnaf-Cnav-CCMSA, Échantillon démographique permanent

Among the wealthiest 10%, the majority of women would ultimately have exactly two children; only 
8% of  them would have none.  Among the poorest,  40% of  women would have at  least  three 
children.
Women born abroad have higher fertility and are over-represented among the most modest. The 
fertility  gaps  between  women  born  in  France  and  those  born  abroad  are  significantly  more 
important among the most modest.
Fertility is lowest for women with an intermediate standard of living, around 1,400 euros per month. 
Among these women, almost one in five would not have children and the same proportion would 
have at least three.
The  level  of  education  has various  influences  on  fertility.  For  the  better-off  women,  the  most 
educated have more children. The reverse is true for the most modest.
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